A DESCRIPTION OF THE 

YUGUMBIR DIALECT OF BANDJALANG 



INTRODUCTION 

Yugumbir is the Bandjalang dialect spoken in the Logan and Albert River basins. 
The tribal territory extended as far north as Jimboomba (10 miles south of Brisbane) 
and south to the Macpherson Range. A map is shown in Figure 1. Discussion oi the 
exact extent of the territory, and of the naming of the tribe, is left until Chapter 7. 
At present, Aboriginals resident at Woodenbong Aboriginal Station, N.S.W., recognise 
the names Yugumbir, Minjangbal and Manaldjadi as referring to this dialect. 

In 1913 a typescript on this language, entitled "Grammar, Vocabulary, and Notes 
of the Wangerriburra Tribe" by John Lane in collaboration with John Allen (a part 
Aboriginal of the Yugumbir tribe) was published as an appendix to the report of 
the Protector of Aborighials for that year. The vocabulary, checked and revised, 
was later published in "Vocabularies of Four Representative Tribes of South Eastern 
Queensland" by F. J. Watson. This vocabulary contained nearly 900 entries. The 
grammar of Allen and Lane has some useful noun morphology, but by its own 
admission is very sketchy on the verbs. 

The main informant for this present paper was Joe Culham, who was one of the 
last speakers of the dialect. He was born in Beaudesert, was living at Woodenbong 
Aboriginal Station at the time the data was collected, and died in early 1968. His 
father was the last "king" of the Manaldjaili tribe. Aboriginals at Woodenbong 
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Station are mostly of the Gidabal tribe. Gidabal is an adjacent Bandjalang dialect 
spoken on the New South Wales side of the Macpherson Range, and has been studied 
by the Geytenbeeks. At the time data was obtained for this paper (November 1965 
and January 1966) Culham was probably in his eighties, but alert and unimpaired of 
hearing. He very seldom used his dialect and was slowly forgetting it. This could be 
seen by comparing the present word list with one obtained from him by Brian Geyten- 
beek in 1961. Gcytenbeek also obtained a few pages of Yugumbir data from a Peter 
Long and a Mrs. Logan. Mrs. Logan is a niece of Culham's, usually living in Brisbane 
or Beau desert. She also provided a small amount of data for the present study. In 
July 1967 another niece of Culham's, Mrs. Evelyn Weizel, was interviewed at Woora- 
binda Settlement, Central Queensland. Her parents were from Beaudesert, but she 
was reared in the Tweed area, N.S.W. She has had only a little contact with speakers 
of the language, and her knowledge is limited, more a hearing than a speaking know- 
ledge. However, a list of 50 words was obtained from her and the list provided corro- 
boration of some points of phonology. 

With rare exceptions all data was elicited, through the medium of English, and 
Culham dictated material word by word. No utterance longer than a sentence was 
obtained, and no study of higher level phonology was possible. The data obtained 
consists of about 580 utterances of words in isolation and about 520 utterances of 
sentences, many of each of these being near repetitions of many items at a later date. 
Forms given were consistent, so the data maj' be considered reliable, though limited. 
A vocabulary of about 420 words was compiled from this corpus. ^ 



7 NAMING AND LOCATION OF THE TRIBE 

Some confusion exists over the naming and geographical location of the Yugumbir 
tribe. The name has been variously spelt: Jukambe, Yukum, Yugumbir, etc., but not 
Jugambal, Jugumbil, etc., which are names given to a group southwest of the Bandjal- 
ang dialects. Yugumbir and its variant spellings stand for the negative word in the 
language. Culham pronounced the negative yugambe : oxyugumbe : (the second syllable 
has little stress and the vowel is a little obscure) , but he rather surprisingly pronounced 
the word as yugamhir (or yugumbir) in one utterance. Mrs. Weizel referred to the 
language as Yugam, but her pronunciation of the negative as yugambe : agreed with 
Culham's usual pronunciation. Though there was difficulty in hearing Culham's 
resonant phonemes correctly, no other word ending in /ir/ was ever heard as ending 
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in /e :/. It seems hard to account for this variant pronunciation unless it was a possible 
pronunciation of the negative word. Hence, and for ease of cross reference, Watson's 
spelling has been followed. A further consideration in spelling the name is that the 
length symbol /:/ is rather awkward at the end of a word, being reminiscent of 
punctuation. 

Regarding location, Watson follows Allen and Lane in placing Yugumbir in the 
basins of the Logan and Albert Rivers. Tindale in his map shows two tribes: one, 
Jukambe, extending from the Logaji River basin (including Beaudesert) westward 
beyond Boonah and northward to Ipswich; the other, Minjeqbal, on the coastal strij) 
between Southport and Cape Byron; he places Kalibal in most of the area where I 
have placed Yugumbir. 

Hausfeld, who was manager of Woodenbong Station for some time, places 
Minjangbal north and west of Nerang Creek, i.e. on the eastern part of my Yugumbir 
territory, and Yugumbir adjoining it on the east side of the Logan River. Smythe 
places Minjangbal on the coast in the vicinity of Cape Byron (this on his map — his 
text shows a discrepancy on the Ngara :gwal placing which might affect his placing 
of Minjangbal also). Radchffe-BrowTi refers only to the Yukum tribe, which he 
subdivides into Bandjalang, Kidjabal, Minyangbal and others, and each of these he 
subdivides into hordes. 

Part of the confusion could be in the names applied. Livingstone refers to 
Bandjalang as Minyung. Minja?; is the word for "what" in both Yugumbir and 
Bandjalang, contrasting with the form njaf; in Gidabal. Yugambe.is the word for "no" 
in Yugtunbir, Bandjalang and Ngawatgwal, according to Curr. 

Watson says the name Wangerriburra used by A&L applies to a Yugumbir 
locahty group so called from the whip-tailed wallaby. "The tribes were subdivided 
into locality groups, each group occupying a portion of the tribal territory . . . Each 
group had a distinctive name, which, in many cases, was derived from some out- 
standing feature of the group's territory, either of its geography, geology, flora or 
fauna."** 

Manaldjaih, the name Culham preferred to use, was translated by him as "hard 
or baked black ground" (the soil at Beaudesert is a rich black when freshly ploughed) . 
This could have been the name of his locality group. According to the Gidabal 
Aboriginals at Woodenbong, the coastal people are supposed to have called the 
Yugumbir tribe Minjangbal, while the Gidabal called them Yugambe: (this account 
might explain Hausfeld's two names). 

A&L describe the territory of Yugumbir as follows:** "The Wangerriburra tribe 
occupied the country in the basin of the middle Albert River and the headwaters of 
the Coomera River. Their territory stretched from Cedar Creek on the north to the 
Macpherson Range on the south; and from the Birnam Range on the west to the 
Upper Coomera and the Nerang Watershed on the east. It contained the well-known 
Tamborine Mountain. Its greatest length from north to south was 33 miles, its greatest 
breadth, 15 mUes." 

This account agrees fairly closely with that obtained at Woodenbong from some 
of the Gidabal men there. These placed Yugumbir from the east bank of the Logan 
River across towards the Coomera River, and they said that the Yagarabal tribe was 
on the west side of the Logan. Culham once made reference to "the Logan and Albert 
Rivers, my country". 

Most accounts seem to agree on the north and south boundaries of the tribal 
territory, viz. no further north than the Logan River and no further south than the 
state border, but the discrepancies seem to arise regarding the east and west bounda- 
ries. The mountains of the Tamborine area appear to be a natural barrier which could 
well be a tribal boundary ; certainly they are a barrier of like kind to the Macpherson 
Range on the south. Capell lists Jugumbir as extending west to Boonah and the 
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Dividing Range, yet from Culham and others at Woodenbong no reference was ever 
obtained to Yugumbir occupying territory to the west of the Logan. The Logan is 
not a very large river, but it is more than a creek, and is often subject to flooding. 
There does not appear to be a natural barrier comparable to it for any distance to 
the west of it. A&L, it may be noted, do not even include the Logan River in the 
territory at all, as the Bimam Range is on the east of this river. The area indicated on 
the map therefore seems most likely to have been the territory of this tribe. The 
adjoining tribes would have been the Ngara:gwaP* on the east, Yagarabal on the 
west of the Logan River, Gidabal on the southwest including the Woodenbong area, 
and Galibal on the southeast. 



